


they serve. The Washington State 
Constitution establishes the office as the 
auditor of all public accounts. Every public 
dollar spent by state agencies and local 
governments comes under the Auditor's 
purview. 

The office's prim a r y  service is the 
performance of regular financial and legal 
compliance audits of all state agencies and 
local governments. There are more than 
2,400 local governments in Washington 
including all cities, counties, schools, ports 
and special purpose districts. Also audited 
are all state agencies, boards and 
commissions, including public colleges and 
universities. Fraud and other special 
investigations are also performed. 

In addition, the Auditor administers the 
Employee Disclosure, or "Whistleblower 
Act", and investigates citizen reports of 
government impropriety. As an elected 
office, the State Auditor has the 
independence necessary to objectively 
perform audits and investigations. 

Other responsibilities include prescribing 
local governments' uniform budgeting, 
accounting and reporting systems; training 
and technical assistance; prescribing the 
accounting manual for public school 
districts jointly with the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction; annually publishing 
local government comparative statistics; 
and coordinating the audit efficiency and 
quality assurance program. 

With a staff of nearly 300 located 
strategically around the state, the Auditor's 
Office is able to deliver services effectively 
and efficiently. 

Attorney General 
The office of the Attorney General is the 
largest law firm in the state of Washington. 
The office is headed by the Attorney Gen-
eral, the state's chieflegal officer. The office 
is also staffed by attorneys, appointed as As-
sistant Attorneys General, administrative, in-
vestigative, paralegal, secretarial and other 
staff members. 

The Attorney General has a broad array 
ofresponsibilities unique and necessary to 
the operations of state government. These re-
sponsibilities include: serving as legal coun-
sel to the Governor, members of the 
Legislature, state officials, and the more than 
230 state agencies, boards and commissions; 
defending the state officials and employees 
for actions performed in their official capaci-
ties; advising and representing the state 
agencies so they can fulfill their official du-
ties; and issuing legal opinions. The Attor-
ney General also enforces the Consumer 
Protection Act, and advises and assists local 
prosecuting attorneys when requested. 

Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
As head of the state educational agency and 
Chief Executive Officer of the State Board 
of Education, the Superintendent is respon-

sible for the administration of the total state 
kindergarten through twelfth grade educa-
tion program. This includes administering 
approximately 46 percent of the state gen-
eral fund, and providing the following ser-
vices: 
• Administers the basic education program

for more than 956,572 Washington pub-
lic school students and over 747,009 stu-
dents attending approved private schools; 

• Prepares the biennial state budget and ad-
ministers that budget for the 296 school 
districts of the state; 

• Grants certificates for teachers, adminis-
trators and others to work in the state's
schools; 

• Develops and disseminates curriculum 
guidelines and provides curriculum assis-
tance to school districts; 

• Administers the accreditation and school 
approval process for both public and pri-
vate schools; 

• Prepares state rules and regulations for dis-
abled, gifted, remedial, health services, food 
services, vocational, basic education, bilin-
gual, and other state programs; 

• Reviews expenditures oflocal school dis-
tricts and provides statistical analysis; 

• Regulates apportionment of feder-
ally-supported program funds, including 
Goals 2000; and 

• Administers education programs for chil-
dren in state institutions. 

Commissioner of 
Public Lands 
The Commissioner of Public Lands is the 
elected head of the Washington State De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR), one 
of the largest natural resource agencies in 
the nation. 

The Board ofNatural Resources, chaired 
by the Commissioner of Public Lands, estab-
lishes policy for the department. 

The department has four primary roles: 
land manager, regulator, firefighter, and 
conservator. 

Land Manager 
The department, led by the Lands Commis-
sioner, manages about 5 million acres of 
public lands. DNR manages about 2 million 
acres of forest lands and 1 million acres of 
agricultural and grazing lands as well as ur-
ban properties, generating income to sup-
port school construction, colleges, counties, 
state institutions and other beneficiaries. 

DNR manages nearly 2 million acres of 
state-owned aquatic lands - tidelands, har-
bors and the beds of navigable waterways - to 
benefit the people of Washington. 

Regulator 
DNR oversees dozens of resource-based 
businesses at the foundation of Washing-
ton's economy. The department enforces 
laws regulating logging practices, reforesta-
tion requirements, petroleum and natural 

gas exploration and surface mine reclama-
tion. 

Firefighter 
The department's wildlife protection and 
suppression programs cover about 12 mil-
lion acres of state and private forest land. 
Fighting fire is a priority that spans every 
level ofDNR's seven regions and 13 divi-
sions. 

Conservator 
DNR has taken a lead role in preserving 
Washington's natural heritage. A rapidly 
growing system of Natural Area Preserves 
and Natural Resources Conservation Areas 
protects sites of outstanding beauty and en-
vironmental significance. 

DNR's responsibilities are linked by a 
guiding commitment to be good stewards of 
Washington's natural resources. 

Insurance Commissioner 
Consumer protection is the most important 
job of the Insurance Commissioner. 

When the office was created by the first 
state Legislature in 1889-90, its main 
function was simply to register insurance 
companies that wanted to do business in 
Washington. Today, the role has expanded 
to include overall industry regulation, 
making sure companies meet all their 
obligations and abide by the rigorous 
financial and legal standards set for doing 
business in this state. 

About 50 of the 1,500 authorized insurers 
in Washington State today are "domestic" 
insurers, which means they have their 
headquarters in the state. In addition, the 
agency is responsible for the testing, licensing 
and oversight of more than 36,000 individual 
companies and licenses each year. 

Any citizen may file a complaint with the 
Insurance Commissioner and request an 
investigation of that complaint. The 
Consumer Protection Division routinely 
fields more than 200,000 contacts a year, 
many of them via a special toll-free hot 
line: 1-800-562-6900. 

Seniors on Medicare or other retirement 
benefits have access to a special arm of the 
agency. The Senior Health Insurance 
Benefits Advisors are trained by the experts 
on the Commissioner's staff and are 
available in most Washington communities 
to meet with other seniors to discuss 
health-insurance concerns. 

The Commissioner's office collects a 
special tax levied on insurance companies 
and turns over more than $100 million a 
year to the state's general fund. The 
insurance industry also must pay for its 
own regulation. Companies share that cost 
according to the amount of business they do 
in the state. 

If you are a person with a disability and need a special 
accommodation, please contact the House at (360) 
786-7271, or the Senate at (360) 786-7189. TTY 
1-800-833-6388. For further legislative information, call 
the Legislative Hotline at 1-800-562-6000 or check the 
internet at: http://www.leg.wa.gov (revised 10/17) 
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